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VIII  Abstracts

SURVEY OF RESEARCH STUDIES IN ISRAEL

Ora (Rodrigue) Schwarzwald

This survey relates o linguistic studies conducted on Modern Hebrew (MH) undertaken at the
Hebrew Language departments of Israeli universities. MH is defined as a generic spoken and
written language used since the middle of the eighteenth century,

Forty-six percent of Hebrew-language PhD dissertations written at Isracli universities in
recent years are devoted to MH, which is a high rate compared to research conducted on other
periods of the language. Although most of the dissertations undertaken are descriptive, corpus-
based rather than theoretical, the conclusions they reach often establish theoretical frameworls,

Most of the studies analyze written Lexts (mainly literary). and only a minority deal with
spoken language. Although there is some overlap between various linguistic issues. it was found
that more than half of the studies concentrate on grammar, a little more than a third on discourse
analysis. socio- and psycho-linguistics, and about a third on lexical problems. Phonetics and
phonology are hardly investigated. 1t is recommended that more theoretical-based studies, more
interdisciplinary studies, and more computational studies should be researched. In addition,
more emphasis should be put on spoken MH,
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Abstracts VI

sharpened, focused). The diachronic differentiation therefore creates a synchronic semantic
differentiation: “bemmvxan” (as distinct trom), “bimemukad” (by being centered), “binxudac
(as being sharpened. focused).

LANGUAGE CHANGE IN SPOKEN HEBREW: EXISTENCE AND
POSSESSION

Nurit Melnik

The goal of this study is to investigate language change in Modern Hebrew with a focus on
the existential and possessive constructions as they are used in spoken Hebrew discourse, The
study conducts an empirical corpus-based study of the usage of two patterns — normative and
colloquial - in order to assess the degree of entrenchment of the colloquial construction in the
language. In addition. the study confronts accounts and generalizations that appeared in the
literature regarding these constructions with findings of actual use, as reflected in the corpora.
Moreover, the syntactic properties as well as the information structure of the existential and
possessive constructions are examined. From a broader perspective, the study proposes a
methedology for tracking and studying language change in real time by the use of synchronic
corpora documenting the spontaneous speech of adults and children.

LOAN TRANSLATIONS IN HEBREW WRITING BY
ISRAELT ARAB WRITERS

Adel Shakour

The work of Arab authors who translate Arab literaturc into Hebrew or write in Hebrew includes
translated borrowings. These borrowings are forms not found in Hebrew that are borrowed
from Arabic during the process of transation / writing. Translated borrowings mostly come
from spoken Arabic. They include nominal, verbal. and adverbial forms that make the text’s
description of Arab culture seem more authentic.

The article explores how translated borrowings are used in the text. Some are a subtle and
natural part of the text: others are overt and are written in double quotation marks, sometimes
followed by the author’s explanation of the expression / word. Such examples demonstrate the
author’s awareness that the Hebrew reader would find these expressions foreign.

The article also addresses the translations of idioms and sayings commonly found in the
work of Arab authors writing for a Hebrew-reading audience. which seems to infer that. for
Arab authors, sayings represent linguistic material that faithfully reflects Arab culture. Unlike
translated borrowings, which can be a natural part of the text. the inclusion of translations of
idioms and sayings is a relatively direct way of bringing the original (Arab) culture to the target
culture.
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VI Abstracts

FROM JUDEO-LANGUAGE TO SPOKEN LANGUAGE:
HOW JUDEO-LANGUAGES FUELED THE REVIVAL
OF MODERN HEBREW

Yehudit Henshke

This article focuses on the largely unrecognized role of the Hebrew element of Judeo-languages
in the study of the revival of Hebrew. [t also draws attention to the fact that the Modern Hehrew
lexicons fail to recognize the contribution of this Hebrew element, often ignoring, or blurring,
its traces. Examination of the Hebrew element of Judeo-languages shows that it plaved a
significant role in the transition from the written literary language of the study hall and the
synagogue, characteristic of the learned elite. to a spoken language accessible to each and every
speaker. Treated here are words, idioms, and phrases that were embedded in Modern Hebrew
whose origins can be shown to lie in spoken Judeo-languages: words whose meanings in Modern
Hebrew were revived through their use in J udeo-languages: and words from the classic stratum
of Hebrew, whose entry inlo Modern Hebrew + s mediated by Judeo-languages. In sum. it
illustrates how the Hebrew element of Judeo-languages served both directly and indirectly as a
lexical source for Modern Hebrew,

THE DIACHRONIC AND SYNCHRONIC LINGUISTIC
DIFFERENTIATION IN CONTEMPORARY HEBREW:
A MORPHO-SEMANTIC-SYNTACTIC STUDY IN BIMKUTAL/
BEMUKTAL FORMATIONS

Galila Mor

Rosen (1992: 33-39) compares the innovated Hebrew of the carly twenticth century to that of the
late twentieth century. relating to the linguistic differentiation of each ofits parts. He claims that
carly twentieth-century speakers used the same lexeme for a wide range of meanings instead of
using different lexemes for different meanings. For instance, the speaker used the verb “sider”
(organized, arranged) for a lot of different meanings: either for “making a tour of performances
in Europe (of the Habima theatre™ [“[...]1 Habima mesader sibuv be eropa”]); or for “holding
a reception/celebration (by the high commissioner)” [*Hanaciv [..] yesader mishte™]). A
process of diachronic linguistic differentiation is demonstrated from this usage. At a later point,
it yields a synchronic differentiation. In this study, it will be pointed out that both processes
have endured. Innovated lexemes used in the late twentieth century will be compared with
innovated ones used at the beginning of the twenty-first century, expressing similar semantic
areas. For example, while the former lexeme “bemuvxan™ (as distinct from) says generally
that some activity is distinguished from other similar one, the innovated lexeme used in the
carly twenty-first century differentiates the meaning of such an activity by characterizing it
through the innovated lexeme “bimemukad” (by being centered). or even “bimxudud” (as being
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NON-ACCUSATIVE SUFFIX PRONOUNS IN BIBLICAL HEBREW
Mikhal Oren

Biblical Hebrew provides numerous examples of suffix pronouns attached to verb forms to
represent an element other than a complement in the accusative (direct object). The use of suf-
fix pronouns to express the dative is relatively common - especially with verbs of saying and
giving, where these suffixes mark the hearer or receiver, but also with other verbs, where they
present a beneficiary in a wider sense (dativus commodi). More unusual are suffix pronouns
representing other types of verbal complements ar adjuncts.

Apart from the fact that some examples, found in problematic passages to which textual
cmendations have been suggested, may be contested, the identification of non-accusative sutfix
pronouns is sometimes made difficult by another circumstance: namely, that the verb may also
govern a direct object, albeit with a different meaning, Thus, a form like *11%xw* may be con-
strued as either *nX 198w or *1am 198w, and a form like T'nonn as either MK *nonn or *nann
3. The more appropriate interpretation should be determined from the context in each case.

Like nouns, participial verb forms may govern a complement in the genitive; therefore, the
precise nature - accusative, genitive or otherwise - of pronouns suffixed to a participle also de-
pends on the participle’s degree of lexicalization as a nominal form. For instance, though 7np is
identical in import to 7%y ampn, the suffix may be taken as genitival, as for example in Panx,

THE INTERTEXTUAL NOVEL;:
SHELF LIFE ~ APARODY ON VARIOUS GENRES

Galia Hirsch

This article explores how Noa Yadlin’s novel, Shelf Life, tunctions as a self-aware parody on
literature and literary columns, and its use of irony and humeor. It is suggested that the novel
attempls to define parody both by its use and by an explicit discussion of the subject — present-
ing the text’s conception along with different theoretic approaches to parody (Genette, 1997-
Hutcheon, [985). The textual analysis of parody and meta-parody relics on Hutcheon's prag-
matic approach (Hutcheon. 1985). The analysis will be supported by a comparative model for
the differentiation between irony and humor, which are viewed here as intrinsic to parody and
to the novel in question.
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