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AL-MAJALLA, Nazareth, Vol 10, 2019

The Mythological Discourse in the Palestinian Popular
Rituals: Ishtar's Statue as a Sample

Professor Ihsan al-Dik
An-Najah National University

This study deals with the primary origins of some popular rituals that
we practice but have already stopped and faded. It investigates them by
resorting to the discourse that accompanied those rituals, analyzing and
interpreting it, and discussing its indications and dimensions in order
to reveal them and connect our present with our past.

The study adopts Ishtar's statue, which has spread, expanded and
reincarnated in the form of the 'Giraffe’, 'Um al-Gaith', and al-Fazza'a
/Scarecrow, and all the sayings that accompanied that statue a sample,
and the popular traditions from our heritage as a field of research.
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