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Abstract

This article explores the military operation-naming practices of Palestinian factions 
in response to Israeli aggression, analyzing their strategies and their impact on the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict dynamics. The research uses the War Normalizing Dis-
course (WND) theory as a framework and draws from Islamic tradition, official Hamas 
documentation, publicly disseminated materials, and insights from Arab intellectu-
als. The results show that the names chosen for military operations by Palestinian 
factions hold deep symbolic, cultural, and emotional significance, aiming to recruit 
fighters, gain public support, and maintain resilience. Understanding these naming 
practices provides valuable insights into the complex Israeli-Palestinian conflict and 
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the intricate interplay between the nomenclature of battles conducted by Palestinian 
factions and Israel’s military operations.

Keywords

Hamas – Israeli-Palestinian conflict – military operations – operation names – War 
Normalizing Discourse (WND) theory

1 Introduction

Palestinians are frequently subjected to violence and insecurity, highlight-
ing the complexity and humanitarian implications of asymmetrical conflict. 
Asymmetrical conflict in Palestine refers to the uneven power dynamics and 
military capabilities between the Israeli state and Palestinian factions (Gallo 
and Marzano 2009). Israel has advanced military technology, resources, and 
international support, while Palestinian factions like Hamas and Islamic 
Jihad have limited resources. The conflict dates back to the late nineteenth 
and early twentieth centuries, with competing claims over historic Palestine 
(Jabali 2022). Israel’s military dominance has led to numerous wars, uprisings, 
and violence, further deepening the asymmetry between the parties. Palestin-
ian factions have resorted to guerilla warfare, suicide bombings, and rocket 
attacks as a means of resistance, which have been seen as acts of terrorism 
(Brym and Araj 2022).

In the fabric of human existence, words have a special ability to influence 
outcomes and shape destinies. Our words determine how our lives turn out 
more than simply our actions (Pennebaker et al. 2003). They reflect our feel-
ings, thoughts, and aspirations. The impact of words on our perceptions, 
behaviors, and interpersonal relationships has been extensively researched 
and valued, from classical philosophical insight to contemporary psychologi-
cal understanding. A profound connection between the spoken and unspoken, 
the explicit and implicit, is revealed by the complex interactions between lan-
guage and human existence (Ibid); much of what human language conveys is 
implied rather than explicitly articulated (Gelman and Roberts 2017) through 
propositional content (Mannheim 2015).

The Palestinian-Israeli conflict has been a protracted and entrenched 
conflict that is characterized by violent cycles and territorial disputes (Salah 
and Shaath 2023). Different Palestinian factions have emerged in response to 
Israeli incursions and assaults, each with distinctive names for their armed 
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conflicts (Hatuqa 2022). Military operations carried out by Palestinian factions 
have evolved into a defining feature of resistance against Israeli incursions in 
the ongoing conflict between Palestine and Israel (Hadad 2021). These mili-
tary operations are distinguished not only by their tactical choices and goals, 
but also by the names given to them. The names of these operations were not 
chosen randomly; rather, they have a significant impact on the narratives and 
ideologies that support the Palestinian resistance movement; Palestinian fac-
tions use naming efforts to establish equal participation, gain legitimacy, and 
challenge Israel’s powerful image by presenting opposing war narratives (Ibid). 
They convey the ideologies, plans, and goals of the factions in their resistance 
to the Israeli occupation and have considerable symbolic and rhetorical weight 
(Alsoos 2021).

Discourse plays an important and multifaceted role in asymmetrical war-
fare. Discourse, or the language, narratives, and symbols used by conflict 
actors, is critical in shaping perceptions, justifications, and motivations for 
violence (Stepanova 2008:17). Discourse is a powerful tool used by both sides 
in the Israeli-Palestinian conflict, particularly by Palestinian factions, includ-
ing but not limited to, Hamas and Islamic Jihad.

Discourse is a powerful tool for resistance movements to legitimize their 
actions and portray their struggle as a righteous cause. Palestinian factions 
often use historical and nationalist narratives to justify their resistance against 
Israeli occupation and perceived injustices. This rhetoric shapes the conflict’s 
perception and understanding, with both sides contesting narratives to gain 
sympathy and support. Discourse also serves as a means of empowerment, 
as it allows rivals to present themselves as formidable adversaries to stronger 
competitors (Barry and Doherty 2017). Defiance and provocation are also pos-
sible through discourse, challenging the legitimacy of the Israeli state’s actions 
(Monshipouri and Motameni 2000). Discourse can have significant psycho-
logical effects on both combatants and civilians, with the Israeli state using 
discourse to instill fear and project military strength (Kienzler 2019). Media 
and propaganda play a crucial role in disseminating and amplifying discourse 
in asymmetrical warfare, swaying public opinion and building support for 
their cause (Steuter and Wills 2009:76).

This study examines the complex dynamics of the Palestinian resistance 
movement by scrutinizing the names associated with factional military 
operations. It seeks to understand the Palestinian people’s desire for self-
determination and emancipation by probing the underlying ideologies and 
goals that support these names. The investigation, based on sociopolitical 
framing theory and the reactive principle, examines how these labels influ-
ence public views and interpretations of the conflict, including the symbolic 
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methods used to justify force use in the Palestinian context. Within the con-
fines of this scholarly article, we posit that military naming constitutes a 
valuable and efficacious mechanism aimed at subverting the adverse connota-
tions inherently linked to particular military endeavors.

Put simply, the researchers aim to answer the following questions: 1) How do 
Palestinian factions frame their military operations through the names chosen 
for resistance against Israeli incursions; 2) What are the underlying ideologies 
and objectives reflected in the names of Palestinian factional military opera-
tions, and how do they impact public perceptions and interpretations; 3) How 
does framing theory help in understanding the symbolic meanings and rhe-
torical strategies employed in naming military operations and its implications 
for the broader conflict dynamics?

2 Theoretical Foundation

A deeper understanding of the political and ideological significance of the 
military names used by Palestinian factions, namely Islamic factions, dur-
ing the wars with Israel can be attained by applying the War Normalizing 
Discourse (WND) theory (Benford and Snow 2000). The theory provides a use-
ful method for identifying the hidden objectives and messages that Palestinian 
resistance movements try to spread by giving their military operations names. 
The objective of war discourse is to downplay the negative impact of war 
(Atawneh 2009) by presenting it as a commonplace and unremarkable aspect of 
life (Brekle 1989:81). The theoretical foundation of WND consists of three major 
strategies: euphemism, naturalization, and justification (Gavriely-Nuri 2009). 
They include:
1. Euphemism – aims to color the social object in positive tones, in terms of 

its appearance, character, or valuation;
2. Naturalization – aims to represent the social object as a force or event 

independent of human agency, or as an inevitable outcome of the laws 
of nature;

3. Justification – aims to depict the social object as just, rational, and wor-
thy of support (p. 125).

Furthermore, the naming of military operations against Israel can be exam-
ined through the lens of the reactive principle. Given their military inferiority 
to Israel’s well-equipped forces on the battlefield, Palestinian factions may seek 
alternative avenues to assert their legitimacy and challenge Israel’s dominance. 
One such method is the naming of their military operations. Palestinian fac-
tions use naming efforts strategically to defy and undermine the official names 
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given to military operations by the Israeli state. They hope to broaden the bat-
tlefield beyond physical confrontations by engaging in a symbolic struggle for 
legitimacy and recognition.

These Palestinian factions may present themselves as equal and legitimate 
players in the conflict through their chosen names, attempting to shape the 
conflict narrative in their favor. This symbolic warfare allows them to project 
their actions beyond the battlefield, influencing public opinion and gaining 
domestic and international support. This naming strategy can be interpreted 
as a form of resistance, allowing Palestinian factions to assert their agency and 
establish a presence in the larger political landscape.

3 Literature Review

In 2019, Ofra Hadad carried out an in-depth investigation to elucidate the intri-
cate practice of military operation-naming by violent, non-state actors. The 
primary objective of this strategy was found to be the dissemination of wartime 
perceptions, skillfully wielded to mobilize public opinion in their favor. The 
study advanced a compelling argument, positing that these actors strategically 
challenge and subvert the official names ascribed by their enemy counterparts. 
By doing so, they effectively transcend the confines of the physical battlefield, 
orchestrating a multifaceted conflict that extends into other domains. In this 
way, they craft a narrative that positions themselves as legitimate and formi-
dable participants, subtly reshaping the dynamics of the struggle.

In another study, Gavriely-Nuri (2009) undertook an extensive investiga-
tion into the military nomenclature employed by Israel for the purpose of 
designating military operations, weaponry, and units. The study meticulously 
examined 239 Israeli designations associated with military operations and 
weaponry, uncovering a range of persuasive tactics employed and utilized to 
effectively shape public perception and sentiment concerning contentious 
military undertakings and the development of weaponry.

In his seminal work, Lindquist (2003) undertook a profound dissertation 
endeavor to unravel the intricacies of the Arab-Israeli conflict, with a keen 
focus on its entanglement with language (p. 143). Employing a meticulous 
examination of newspaper front pages, the researcher discerned substantial 
dissimilarities in how acts of violence were perceived by the Israeli and Pales-
tinian factions. This thought-provoking study accentuated the pivotal role that 
language plays in shaping the narrative surrounding the conflict, elucidating the 
stark contrasts in the interpretation of events by each side. Remarkably, actions 
categorized as terrorism by Israel bore an altogether disparate connotation in 
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the eyes of Palestinians who regarded them as expressions of martyrdom or 
manifestations of the sacred struggle of jihad.

The Israeli-Palestinian discourse during the second Palestinian intifada was 
analyzed by Atawneh (2009) to underscore how language serves as a potent 
medium through which the prevailing power differentials between the par-
ties are manifested and negotiated. The study revealed a distinctive pattern 
wherein Israelis exhibit a propensity for employing a higher frequency of both 
threats and appeals in their communication. Conversely, Palestinians primar-
ily lean towards utilizing appeals to elicit support and understanding.

This article addresses the current dearth of scholarly literature pertaining 
to military naming practices among Palestinian factions in response to Israeli 
incursions and aggressions. With a focused and comprehensive approach, 
the study seeks to offer valuable insights into the communication strategies 
employed by these factions and their intricate role within the Israeli-Palestinian 
conflict. While previous research has examined military naming practices 
of various actors, this article distinctively centers on the naming approach 
adopted by Palestinian factions in reaction to specific actions taken by Israeli 
forces. As a result, it aims to provide a more nuanced understanding of their 
naming tactics and their consequential impact on the broader conflict.

4 Methodology

Subsequent to the ascension of the Islamic Resistance Movement (Hamas) 
to power in the Gaza Strip in June 2007, Israel officially designated Gaza as a 
“hostile entity” in September of that year, and in October of the same year, ini-
tiated an all-encompassing blockade on the region. Numerous consequential 
confrontations have transpired following Hamas’s consolidation of authority 
over the Gaza Strip involving Hamas and Islamic Jihad. This article undertakes 
an in-depth exploration of the appellations bestowed upon the main military 
engagements between these factions and the State of Israel. Our research elu-
cidates the historical and theological underpinnings of the most prominent 
wars (n = 5) that Israel has waged since its blockade, scrutinizing them through 
the prism of WND theory. Ultimately, we strive to unveil the intricate interplay 
between the nomenclature of Palestinian factions’ battles and the nomen-
clature characterizing Israel’s military operations. In pursuit of this goal, and 
mindful of the complexities entailed by the interpretive methodology, we 
have employed a discursive analysis, substantiating assertions through a rigor-
ous foundation of Islamic tradition, official documentation from Hamas, the 
group’s disseminated public domain publications, and scholarly elucidations 
provided by Arab intellectuals.
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5 Analysis and Discussion

5.1 Operation Al-Aqsa Flood
At the break of dawn on Saturday, October 7, 2023, the Palestinian resistance 
within the confines of the Gaza Strip initiated a meticulously coordinated 
endeavor termed “Al-Aqsa Flood” against Israel. This multi-pronged opera-
tion encompassed a land, sea, and aerial offensive, alongside the infiltration 
of resistance fighters into several Israeli settlements close to the Gaza Strip. 
The rationale behind this nomenclature was grounded in the continuous 
transgressions by Israel upon Al-Aqsa Mosque and other revered Islamic sites 
in Jerusalem (Al Jazeera 2023). Remarkably, this operation marked the most 
extensive assault on Israel in several decades, exacting substantial casualties 
and severe losses upon the occupying forces. In retaliation, Israel promptly 
declared a “state of war” and embarked upon its own military initiative known 
as “Iron Swords,” initiating an intense aerial bombardment of the Gaza Strip.

The term “ �ن “ is a noun derived from the verb (Tufan) ”طو��ن�ف�ا
 ,(Tawafa) ”طو��ن

which signifies the act of circulating around a place. It entails a continuous 
and thorough movement around a location, involving a diligent traversal of its 
periphery, accompanied by a meticulous examination. In this specific context, 
the place under discussion is none other than Al-Aqsa, the third among the 
Two Holy Mosques, and the sacred site that cradles the final resting place of 
the Messenger of God, peace and blessings be upon him. Within the Muslim 
perspective, this is a symbol of paramount significance, signifying a central 
point within the ongoing conflict.

It is crucial to delve into the multifaceted Islamic implications connected 
with the term “Flood” to gain insight into why Hamas opted to designate it 
as the name for the present phase of their military campaign against Israel. 
Hamas employed the term “Flood” to characterize its battle, a term denot-
ing profusion or magnitude in the realm of objects or occurrences, effectively 
establishing its preeminence; this expression conventionally conveys the idea 
of a formidable flood, an overpowering torrent, or water that submerges all 
(Ezzeddin Al-Qassam Brigades 2008).

According to Hamas, this attack was carried out in response to a combina-
tion of factors. These included what they saw as Israeli settler violence, the 
ongoing blockade of the Gaza Strip, the desecration of the Al-Aqsa Mosque in 
Jerusalem, and Israeli actions and policies they deemed as atrocities against 
Palestinians spanning several decades. These grievances, in the view of Hamas, 
provided the impetus for their actions and the support they received from 
external sources. This complex web of factors contributed to the eruption of 
hostilities in the region (Said 2023). Hamas aimed to maximize the deployment 
of its combatants, armaments, and missiles in its recent military campaign 
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against the Israeli occupation. Notably, some of these munitions and missiles 
managed to penetrate the northern defenses of the Israeli armed forces. Fur-
thermore, Hamas sought to broaden the scope of its operations to encompass 
all Israeli municipalities and settlements, especially those located within the 
confines of the Gaza Strip. Lastly, Hamas aspired for their military offensive to 
strike the Israeli nation with a commensurate impact to the legendary flood 
in the story of Noah, directed at a people who persisted in their rejection of 
the divine message brought by Noah. The ultimate objective of Hamas was to 
compel Israeli which has maintained a presence on Palestinian soil for over 
75 years.

Utilizing the tenets of the WND theory elucidates that Hamas branded its 
campaign as “Al-Aqsa Flood,” effectively refocusing the collective attention of 
Palestinians, Arabs, and Muslims on Al-Quds, also known as Jerusalem, and all 
its sacred sites (Baroud 2023). The Al-Aqsa Mosque bears immense religious 
and cultural significance for Muslims worldwide, evoking profound emotions 
within the Muslim community. The Al-Aqsa Mosque has been a consistent 
focal point of Israeli-Palestinian tensions, frequently igniting conflict between 
the two sides. Consequently, the current wave of conflict is seen as an act of 
self-defense and preservation of the mosque’s sovereignty. For Hamas, this has 
the potential to garner widespread support and solidarity and present the con-
flict as a justifiable defense against perceived threats to this sacred site. Such 
framing aligns with the overarching story that this struggle transcends mere 
territorial or political disputes; it is, in essence, a moral duty to shield a revered 
religious landmark from harm (Jaafar 2023).

In contrast, “Iron Swords” stand out as a manifestation of arrogance and van-
ity amid this evocation of symbols and the core of battle because they reflect 
a physical force evocative of a bygone past that is disassociated from current 
norms of international humanitarian law that govern warfare (Pinkas 2023). 
Both sides are affected by these descriptions in various ways: Hamas fighters 
are compared to an overwhelming downpour, whereas Israel represents an 
unrestrained force that lacks moral or legal authority.

The disparity is further manifested in the divergent goals of the operation. 
Hamas asserted that the offensive was a reaction to a complex interplay of 
factors. These encompassed their perception of Israeli settler violence, the 
ongoing blockade of the Gaza Strip, the desecration of Jerusalem’s Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, and Israeli actions and policies that they regarded as protracted and 
severe transgressions against the Palestinian population, namely the prisoners 
(Said 2023). The objectives pursued by the other resistance factions encom-
passed a multifaceted spectrum, including humanitarian aims such as the 
release of prisoners, symbolic intentions to safeguard holy sites and Muslim 
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and Christian worshipers, political motivations geared towards addressing vio-
lations against Palestinians in the West Bank and Jerusalem, and objectives 
focused on thwarting economic-driven solutions that might undermine the 
core issue. In contrast, Israel’s objectives were starkly militaristic and bereft 
of humanity, primarily aimed at reinstating a “deterrence” strategy that had 
proven ineffective.

5.2 “Saif ” Al-Quds Battle: Operation Guardians of the Wall (2021)
A significant escalation of violence in the ongoing Israeli-Palestinian conflict 
began on May 10, 2021. This period was characterized by a series of protests 
and police efforts to control civil unrest, rocket attacks on Israel launched by 
Hamas and Palestinian Islamic Jihad (PIJ), and Israeli airstrikes on the Gaza 
Strip. The crisis was initially triggered on May 6 when Palestinian residents 
of East Jerusalem initiated protests in response to an impending decision by 
the Supreme Court of Israel concerning the eviction of six Palestinian families 
residing in the Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood (Halbfinger and Rasgon 2021).

The situation took a grave turn as a considerable number of Israeli police offi-
cers launched a highly contentious operation, forcibly entering the courtyards 
of the Al-Aqsa Mosque; this incursion resulted in the deployment of clubs, tear 
gas, and rubber bullets against worshippers, inflicting injuries upon approxi-
mately 250 Palestinian civilians within the yards of the Al-Aqsa Mosque 
(Inlakesh 2022). On May 10, Israeli police resumed assault on Al-Aqsa 
Mosque, injuring 231 Palestinian civilians, seven in critical condition.

The term “Saif Al-Quds” carries profound Islamic significance, and compre-
hending this is vital to understand why Hamas chose it as the name for the 
initial phase of their military campaign. It comprises two components: “Saif” 
and “Al-Quds.” The name “Saif” is a masculine Arabic appellation that sym-
bolizes strength and valor, often linked with resoluteness and fortitude. An 
individual named Saif is captivating and alluring, frequently inciting curiosity 
and inspiring others to unravel the enigma that surrounds him. His remarkable 
intelligence distinguishes him from others, enabling him to concentrate on the 
task at hand and pursue rational solutions. Khalid Bin Al-Waleed received a 
distinguished appellation from the prophet of Islam. Following the demise 
of the three appointed Muslim armies in the Battle of Mutah, Khalid Bin 
Al-Waleed assumed command of the army and, despite formidable challenges, 
effectively oversaw the safe withdrawal of the Muslim forces. In recognition 
of his exceptional leadership, the Prophet Muhammad bestowed upon Khalid 
the prestigious title of “Saif Allah,” signifying the Sword of God (Ziadeh 2012).

Al-Quds, or Jerusalem, ranks as the third most sacred city in Islam, follow-
ing Mecca and Medina. While the Quran does not explicitly name Jerusalem, 
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later Islamic writings acknowledge it as the location of Muhammad’s Night 
Journey. The significance of Jerusalem in Islamic spirituality is underscored by 
its role as the initial Qibla, the direction of prayer. According to Islamic tradi-
tion, Muhammad initially led prayers facing Jerusalem for approximately the 
first 16 to 17 months following his migration from Mecca to Medina, until Allah 
instructed him to reorient towards the Kaaba in Mecca (Bosworth 2007).

When Hamas names its military operations, such as the 2021 Operation 
Guardian of the Walls, they employ the term “Saif Al-Quds,” which means 
“the Sword of Jerusalem,” reflecting a symbolic and militarized approach to 
the struggle. The name highlights Jerusalem’s importance in the Palestinian 
narrative and arouses feelings of religious and nationalistic duty. It adds to 
the militarization of the war by highlighting the armed fight and the signifi-
cance of Jerusalem and aligns with War Normalizing Discourse (WND) by 
favoring military measures over diplomatic or peaceful solutions. This speech 
may make the enemies seem less human and incite dread, which will make 
the battle seem essential and justifiable. Hamas sees itself as a defender of 
Al-Aqsa and the rights of Palestinians (Schweitzer and Siman-Tov 2022). The 
nomenclature and symbolism used in “Saif al-Quds” are a sort of rhetorical 
manipulation intended to inspire support from the general population and 
portray fighters as brave heroes (Hamida 2014).

Furthermore, Hamas utilizes theological language to justify their military 
actions, fostering a strong religious obligation among not only the Palestinians 
but also Arbs and Muslims; they connect the Palestinian struggle to the 
Prophet’s followers’ historical protection, aiming to build a collective identity 
and gain support for their cause (Hadad 2021).

The term “Saif Al-Quds” signifies a sense of ownership and responsibility, 
as the resistance movement exclusively uses its armaments, resources, and 
cadre for Jerusalem. As Jerusalem faced encroachments, the resistance swiftly 
deployed its ordinance, demonstrating its commitment to the sacred city; this 
armament serves as a symbolic weapon in defense and an unyielding senti-
nel to protect the city from harm (Ziadeh 2012). The armament used by the 
resistance represents Jerusalem’s ownership and a singular instrument for pre-
serving its sanctity and security.

Finally, Hamas uses the name Saif Al-Quds to challenge the Israeli Opera-
tion Guardians of the Wall, which refers to Israel’s destructive munitions and 
military actions in Gaza. The Israeli army unwaveringly upheld its fundamen-
tal objectives: defeating acts of Palestinian terrorism, securing Israel, and, 
importantly, mitigating harm to Israeli settlers and soldiers. Operation Guard-
ian of the Walls was strategically designed to reinstate and fortify the security 
of Israel and the welfare of its populace (IDF 2021).
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5.3 Al-Asef Al-Makul: the Eaten Stalk Battle (2014 Gaza War)
The 2014 Gaza War was an armed conflict between Israel and Palestinian resis-
tance movements in the Gaza Strip, originating on July 8, 2014. The conflict was 
triggered by the abduction, torture, and burning of a child, Mohammed Abu 
Khdeir, and the re-arrest of Palestinian prisoners (Thrall 2014). Protests ensued 
in Jerusalem, the 1948 Arab territories, and the West Bank. The situation esca-
lated when an Israeli settler ran over two Arab laborers near Haifa.

The declared objective of Hamas was to secure international pressure to 
lift the Israeli blockade on Gaza, terminate the Israeli offensive, establish a 
third-party monitoring and compliance mechanism for a ceasefire, release 
Palestinian prisoners, and overcome the political isolation imposed upon the 
movement. In contrast, the Israeli operation was to halt the firing of rock-
ets from Gaza into Israel, a situation that had escalated following the Israeli 
campaign against Hamas in the West Bank, triggered by the kidnapping and 
murder of three Israeli settlers on June 12, 2014 by Hamas (Khoury 2014).

Hamas deliberately chose its name in accordance with the principles of the 
WND theory, aiming to frame its military actions as intrinsic, virtuous, and jus-
tifiable endeavors. Firstly, adopting a term from the same Quranic narrative 
creates an inherent sense of continuity with prior rounds of conflict. This con-
tinuity serves to reinforce the narrative that Israel is perpetuating a historical 
pattern of Western imperialist occupation forces striving to assert dominance 
over the Islamic and Arab Ummah for their own political and economic inter-
ests. Additionally, it establishes a connection between the Israeli occupation 
and past endeavors by non-Muslim entities to conquer the Palestinian terri-
tory (Hamida 2014). This nomenclature contributes to a broader narrative 
within the WND framework, presenting the conflict as part of a historical 
struggle against occupation and asserting the legitimacy of armed resistance 
as a response to perceived oppression (Hroub 2010).

The “Eaten Stalk” battle, an asymmetrical combat based on the Quranic 
tale, symbolizes Palestinians’ ability to defend their homeland against Israeli 
military forces. The weapons used in this battle are named after the mythical 
stones and Ababil birds from the Quranic tale (610–632 CE:105). This nomen-
clature is linked to Hamas’s successful efforts during the conflict, such as the 
development of the “Baked Clay 55” rocket, which traveled fifty-five kilome-
ters, and the first flight of the “Ababil 1” drone, which flies above the Israeli 
Stronghold of force, i.e., the Ministry of Defense in Tel Aviv (Hadad 2021).

Like in previous cases, Hamas’ use of the battle name revealed an obvi-
ous match with the terminology of the Israeli operation. In this instance, the 
Israeli operation was referred to as “Strong Cliff”, a name that was purposefully 
intended to portray Israel as a powerful and resilient country (Mohsen 2014). 
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Hamas used the name “Eaten Stalk” in contrast to Israel’s operation name 
“Strong Cliff” to portray the Israeli military as unstable and weak. This choice 
of name aimed to boost the morale of Hamas fighters and present their battle 
as a historic victory against those attempting to conquer Gaza, with the victory 
being symbolized by the transformation of the “Strong Cliff” (Israeli forces) 
into an “Eaten Stalk” (Hamas’s battle) (Ibid).

5.4 Hijarat As-Sijjil: Pillar of Cloud Operation 2012
Israel launched Operation Pillar of Cloud, targeting Hamas and Islamic Jihad 
in Gaza. The operation resulted in the death of Ahmed Jabari, commander of 
Hamas’ Izzadin Kassam Brigades (Lappin 2012). The Palestinian perspective 
attributed the surge in violence to the Israeli government and accused the IDF 
of carrying out strikes on civilians in the Gaza Strip during the days preceding 
the operation. They underscored the Gaza Strip blockade and the occupa-
tion of the West Bank, including East Jerusalem, as the primary motivations 
behind the missile attacks (Hroub 2010).

The Quran contains passages mentioning “Stones of Baked Clay” as a divine 
act of retribution against disbelievers. These stones are used to subdue leaders 
of elephants who are associated with Abraha, a Christian Abyssinian mili-
tary commander who invaded Mecca in 570 CE (Quran 610–632 CE:105). The 
Quranic narrative suggests that Allah intervened by sending magical Ababil 
birds to drop stones of baked clay upon the advancing Yemeni elephants, 
reducing them to mere eaten stalks. Hamas rockets resemble these stones, 
which will burn the Israelis.

The “Pillar of Cloud” is a biblical symbol that symbolizes divine protection 
for the Israelites during their journey to the Promised Land (Gilgoff 2012). It 
serves as a guiding beacon, symbolizing the Almighty’s watchful care. In the 
biblical account, the “Pillar of Cloud” acts as a barrier against Egyptian threats, 
ensuring the safety and well-being of the Israelites; Israel adopted this analogy 
for its military operation to align with the biblical symbol’s protective aspect, 
conveying the message that their forces safeguard Israeli citizens against mis-
sile attacks (Rosenberg 2012). This metaphorical reference highlights the Israeli 
military’s role in shielding its people from external threats.

Based on the tenants of the WND, the name “The Stones of Baked Clay” was 
carefully chosen by Hamas to portray their confrontation with Israel as the 
inevitable result of Israeli aggression and threat. This gave them the oppor-
tunity to underline both their right to self-defense and the repercussions of 
those who would harm them. Additionally, the name was chosen to exaggerate 
Hamas’s military power while concealing the devastation the battle had on the 
local populace (Rimawi 2014). Hamas attempted to highlight the significance 
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of its fierce missile attacks by alluding to the legendary victory of the people of 
Mecca who resisted capture by using mystical stones (Hroub 2010).

5.5 “Al-Furqan” Battle: Operation Cast Lead (2008–2009)
On the 27th of December 2008, Israel embarked on a military campaign in the 
Gaza Strip, designating it as “Operation Cast Lead.” In response, Palestinian 
resistance factions namely Hamas in the Gaza Strip initiated an operation 
they termed “The Battle of Al-Furqan” (Norton, 2021). The stated objective of 
this Israeli military endeavor was to bring an end to the governance of Hamas 
within the Gaza Strip, eradicate Palestinian national resistance, and prevent 
their capacity to launch rocket attacks into Israeli territory (Norton 2021:23).

Comprehending the multifaceted Islamic connotations embedded within 
the term “Al-Furqan” is pivotal in elucidating the rationale behind its selection 
as the nomenclature for the inaugural phase of Hamas’s military engagement 
against Israel. It serves as a catalyst in shaping the perception of Hamas’s 
combatants and their supporters within the broader populace. This choice 
derives from the underlying belief that Israel’s conflict with them was initiated 
after their ascension to power in the Gaza Strip, a consequence of the initial 
Israeli-Palestinian hostilities (Al Khater 2015). In this context, “Al-Furqan” 
assumes a distinct significance, symbolizing the military pursuits of Hamas as 
an inherently natural, morally righteous, and efficacious enterprise.

The term “Al-Furqan” in Islamic tradition refers to the concept of redemp-
tion and the distinction between truth and falsehood. It originates from the 
Quran (610–632 CE:2:53), which symbolizes the divine parting of the Red Sea, 
a salvation act for the children of Israel. The term is also used to refer to the 
Quran itself, which serves as an arbiter of moral rectitude and ethical stan-
dards, transforming the lives of its followers and defining the divide between 
believers and non-believers. Another significant historical event is the Battle of 
Badr, also known as Yawm Al-Furqan, which marked the first military confron-
tation between Prophet Muhammad and his followers (AlQabas 2017).

Through the lens of WND theory, Hamas tactically harnessed the phrase 
“Al-Furqan” to frame the post-Israeli withdrawal conflict from the Gaza Strip 
in 2005 as a fundamental moral dichotomy, pitting good against evil. It served 
as a symbolic partition between the aggressive Israeli military, initiating oper-
ations within Gaza, and the righteous Palestinian defenders compelled to 
safeguard their newly acquired autonomous territory (Rimawi 2014). Beyond 
this, the chosen name was conceived to reinforce the indomitable spirit and 
unwavering resolution of the Palestinian populace throughout the enduring 
conflict. It represented an emblem of national fortitude, even in the face of 
the Palestinians’ comparative military inferiority, extensive human suffering, 
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substantial infrastructural devastation, and the tragic toll on Palestinian lives. 
By drawing an analogy between the Palestinian struggle and the legend-
ary Battle of Badr, Hamas celebrated its combatants, while fostering the 
expectation that, much like the historic heroic encounter of the Prophet’s fol-
lowers against a mightier adversary, the Palestinians would ultimately secure 
a resounding victory, Expelling the malignant intruders (Ezzeddin Al-Qassam 
Brigades 2008).

The youthful leadership of Hamas effectively framed their military endeav-
ors as virtuous and just actions against a relentless adversary using theological 
discourse, drawing parallels between the Palestinian cause and the valiant fol-
lowers of the Prophet who stood alongside celestial beings. By invoking the 
image of those who initially sought the annihilation of the Muslim Nation, 
Hamas managed to underscore the conflict’s broader, public dimension, 
communicating that the Palestinian struggle transcended mere localized hos-
tilities and was an integral part of the larger collective endeavor engaged by all 
Muslims (Hroub 2010). This narrative was substantiated by declarations from 
Muslim clergy during the conflict, further emphasizing the notion that Hamas 
represents a global Islamic movement firmly rooted in its beliefs (Islamic 
Resistance Movement 1988).

Finally, Hamas uses the name Al-Furqan to challenge the Israeli Operation 
Cast Lead, which refers to Israel’s destructive munitions and military actions 
(Hadad 2021). The name also symbolizes the Jewish holiday of Hanukkah, com-
memorating the rededication of the Second Temple during the Maccabean 
Revolt against the Greeks. The holiday’s cultural significance emphasizes reli-
gious miracles, Jewish activism, and national victory (Gavriely-Nuri 2009).

6 Conclusion

In recent decades, the practice of assigning names to military operations has 
become a prevalent phenomenon in the realm of modern unconventional 
wars, especially when it comes to Palestinian resistance groups. This act of 
naming plays a pivotal role in shaping the perception of the conflict, wield-
ing influence not only over the Palestinian people but also over those who are 
actively engaged in the Palestinian resistance. Notably, this communicative 
instrument is no longer limited to the domain of sovereign states and has been 
wholeheartedly adopted by non-state actors, particularly Palestinian resis-
tance groups engaged in acts of resistance and opposition against the Israeli 
occupation.
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In the context of unconventional conflicts involving resistance groups, 
achieving success is contingent not solely on military strength and tactical 
maneuvers, but also on how the resistance group is perceived by the Palestin-
ian population, the Israelis, the Arab and Muslim nations as well as the entire 
world. Consequently, the practice of operation naming is utilized by all sides 
engaged, regardless of the disparities in their power, in order to gain an advan-
tage within the intangible realm of wars, where psychological and perceptual 
factors exert a significant impact.

To elucidate the transformation within Hamas since its assumption of 
power in the Gaza Strip, this research endeavor conducted an in-depth analysis 
of the appellations associated with its five main combats with Israel in Gaza. 
This undertaking proved to be compelling and enlightening, shedding light on 
how Hamas strategically leveraged the practice of military nomenclature, akin 
to the methods employed by the Israeli occupation.

The investigation showed that Hamas skillfully employed warfare terminol-
ogy to promote its military engagements as customary, beneficial, and morally 
acceptable behaviors, while simultaneously obscuring the negative effects 
on the local community as well as Arabs and Muslims. To match its perspec-
tive with the dynamics of the conflict and to affect Palestinian public opinion 
regarding its different interactions with the Israeli occupation, Hamas manipu-
lated the language effectively. It became clear, using the four tenets of the War 
Normalizing Discourse theory, that Hamas skillfully employed this linguistic 
strategy to influence perceptions and win support for its activities.

The utilization of military operation names by Hamas constitutes an inte-
gral aspect of its non-physical warfare strategy against Israel. This practice 
serves to broaden the dimensions of the conflict, transcending the physical 
battlefield and encompassing other domains of contention. Moreover, it is 
strategically designed to present Hamas as a formidable adversary operating 
on equal footing with its supporters.

These names not only portray Hamas’s confrontations with Israel as an 
extension of a historical Islamic struggle, but also narrate the story of a resolute 
people who are destined to ultimately overcome a formidable and oppres-
sive adversary. This narrative is carefully crafted to evoke a sense of resilience 
and historical continuity, fostering unwavering support for Hamas among its 
constituents.

The names chosen for military operations by non-state resistance groups 
are not merely arbitrary; they are often carefully crafted to convey specific mes-
sages and extend the meaning of their military operational capabilities. These 
names serve several purposes.
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1. Symbolic Significance: The names are chosen to carry deep symbolic and 
cultural significance. In the case of “Al-Aqsa Flood” and “Saif Al-Quds,” 
both names evoke powerful imagery associated with Islam and the Pal-
estinian cause. “Al-Aqsa Flood” signifies a force that overwhelms and 
submerges, drawing a parallel to the biblical flood of Noah, while “Saif 
Al-Quds” connects the struggle to the historical and spiritual importance 
of Jerusalem in Islam. These names help create a narrative that aligns the 
military operations with broader religious and nationalistic values.

2. Emotional Appeal: The names are designed to evoke strong emotions and 
garner support among the local population, as well as within the broader 
Arab and Muslim world. By connecting the operations to symbols of reli-
gion and national identity, these groups aim to make their cause more 
relatable and emotionally charged for their supporters. This emotional 
appeal can help them recruit fighters, gain public support, and maintain 
their resilience in the face of adversity.

3. Propaganda and Perception: Naming operations plays a crucial role in 
shaping the perception of these groups’ capabilities and intentions. “Saif 
Al-Quds,” for example, conveys a sense of determination and readiness to 
defend Jerusalem. Such names imply a high level of military preparedness 
and commitment, which can be used as a deterrent against adversaries. 
At the same time, it portrays the non-state actors as steadfast defenders, 
which can garner sympathy and support from a wider audience.

4. Rhetorical Manipulation: These names also serve as a form of rhetorical 
manipulation. By framing their military actions in religious or historical 
terms, these groups attempt to justify their activities and present them 
as a moral duty rather than mere acts of violence. This framing can influ-
ence both the local and international perception of their actions.

5. Counter-Narrative to Adversaries: These names are often chosen in con-
trast to the names or narratives adopted by their adversaries, such as the 
Israeli military’s “Operation Guardians of the Wall.” By using names like 
“Saif Al-Quds,” Hamas attempts to counter the Israeli narrative and assert 
its own perspective. This can be part of the broader information warfare 
in which both sides seek to shape the narrative and control the discourse 
surrounding the conflict.

7 Implications and Limitations

The naming conventions employed by non-state resistance groups for their 
military operations hold both limitations and significant implications. These 
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names, carefully chosen to convey messages, carry the risk of being misin-
terpreted, as individuals may perceive the symbolism differently, potentially 
leading to confusion or unintended messaging. Moreover, language and 
cultural barriers could hinder the full translation of the deep cultural and sym-
bolic significance to audiences from different cultural backgrounds, limiting 
the intended impact of these names outside of their target demographic. Addi-
tionally, while these names have strong emotional appeal and propaganda 
value in the short term, their effectiveness in achieving long-term political 
objectives is debatable, as military operations alone may not lead to lasting 
solutions to complex conflicts.

On the other hand, these naming conventions have noteworthy implica-
tions. Firstly, they can heighten tensions by using religious or nationalistic 
connotations, exacerbating existing conflicts and potentially leading to escala-
tions and further turmoil. Secondly, these names can significantly influence 
recruitment efforts, particularly among individuals who strongly identify with 
the invoked religious or nationalistic symbols, thus contributing to the per-
sistence of such groups. Thirdly, they impact how international audiences 
perceive these groups and their actions, which in turn can influence diplo-
matic and political responses to the conflict. Moreover, the symbolic and 
emotionally charged nature of these names can make it challenging for these 
groups to engage in peaceful negotiations or compromise, as their actions are 
often framed as moral duties, hindering conflict resolution efforts. Lastly, the 
use of such names may prompt adversaries to respond with their own nar-
ratives and propaganda, leading to an information warfare cycle that further 
polarizes the conflict. It’s important to consider that the specific context, the 
intended audience, and the group employing these naming conventions can 
introduce variations in these implications and limitations.

This study offers a range of promising avenues for investigation across 
multiple academic disciplines. Researchers can delve into the cultural and 
psychological dimensions of these names, exploring how various audiences 
from diverse cultural backgrounds interpret and respond to the symbolism. 
Comparative studies might unveil commonalities and differences in naming 
conventions across various non-state actors and conflicts, shedding light on 
cross-cultural dynamics. Additionally, a focus on long-term effects can help 
uncover how these names influence group identity, recruitment strategies, and 
the overall trajectory of conflicts. Analyzing the role of these names in media 
and communication strategies, including their dissemination through tradi-
tional and social media, is crucial for understanding their influence on public 
opinion and international perception.

Downloaded from Brill.com 11/08/2024 08:14:21AM by oqab.jabali@najah.edu
via communal account



196 Jabali, Dwikat and Saeedi

Perspectives on Global Development and Technology 23 (2024) 179–199

Finally, understanding how these names fit into the broader narrative of a 
conflict and their evolution over time can contribute to a comprehensive view 
of the role of symbolic naming in contemporary conflicts and inform strategies 
for conflict resolution and peacebuilding efforts.
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