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Abstract:

This research aims to explore the tools of empowerment as presented in the story
of Dhul-Qarnayn in Surah Al-Kahf (verses 83-98), through a precise and
contextual analysis of the Quranic narrative. It seeks to utilize this account as a
framework for guiding the contemporary Muslim Ummah towards reclaiming its
civilizational leadership and correcting its course.

The study reveals that true empowerment on earth is not achieved randomly or
through brute force, but rather through a comprehensive set of principles
embodied by Dhul-Qarnayn, namely: adherence to causes (ashab), justice,
investment in human and natural resources, scientific knowledge, offering
assistance, active labor, and sincere reliance upon God.

The verses highlight various domains of knowledge possessed by Dhul-Qarnayn,
including geographic mastery, political wisdom, engineering sciences, and
intercultural communication—showecasing a holistic leadership model that
integrates administrative competence with deep faith and moral integrity. The
story also emphasizes that the personal attributes of the leader—such as humility,
wisdom, transparency, and integrity—are essential for sustained empowerment
and divine support.

The research further examines the geopolitical dimension through the analysis of
the barrier built by Dhul-Qarnayn as a form of defensive infrastructure, reflecting
a profound understanding of regional security—an early Quranic precedent of
modern border fortification concepts.

The study concludes that the story of Dhul-Qarnayn offers a comprehensive,
Quranically grounded model of empowerment, whose principles can be
reactivated to rebuild the Ummah’s strength—provided there is a fusion of faith,
action, knowledge, and a commitment to justice and constructive civilizational
engagement.

Keywords : Empowerment, The Story of Dhul-Qarnayn, Surah Al-Kahf
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