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3.11 ACOUSTIC ISSUES

Ambient noise has not yet been officially monitored or studied in Palestine. Scientific measurements and
data are not available for various sensitive receptor sites along the existing road or in the general study
area. Appendix 18 presents the technical report prepared for this project. Figure 8 shows the noise
sampling locations. There are, at present, no Palestinian standards for monitoring noise impacts on

sensitive land-use receptors.

3.11.1 Acoustic Issues Background

Noise pollution is unwanted sound in the form of energy, measured in decibels (dB). Noise,
generally from urbanization and industrialization, is recognized as an environmental condition
adversely affecting basic human health and well-being. Major sources of noise pollution are motor
vehicle traffic, construction, and industrial activities. Sound has an additive nature, meaning that
although a single source may not be ‘noisy’, the combination of several sources can create a severe
noise problem. The type, age, maintenance level and quantity of vehicles, as well as the location of
industrial activities and distance from the source to the receptor affect the level of noise.

A survey conducted in the West Bank indicated that 69.4% of households are seldom exposed to
noise, 14.3% are sometimes exposed to noise and 16.9% of households are exposed to noise very
often. Traffic noise was cited as the major source of noise for 54.2% of households, while
construction work is the major source for 24.7%.

The primary acoustic threat from this project is creation of additional noise or vibration impacts by
locating the facility adjacent to a number of communities.




