[image: ]
[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]
image1.png
Abstract

Dr. Ahmed Awad Amin

Associate professor

An-Najah National University
Methods of Teaching Department

Ahmedawad amin@yahoo.com

and

Dr.Sameer El_Isa

Assistant professor

An-Najah National University
Linguistics and Phonetics
English department

Sameerhmisas2.@hotmail.com
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This study aims at exploring ways to improve the learners reading skills through an
examination of the most frequent errors they commit while reading. Special emphasis will be
placed upon an intensive analysis of learners' production of:

a. thythmic feet

b. pronunciation
c. stressing

To achieve the above-mentioned aim, a fixed number of subjects were involved in reading
practices of texts of different length and content and taped throughout their readings.

Initial results suggest that the great majority of learners lack knowledge of dynamic features of
English particularly rhythm and stress where most student show tremendous weakness in
identifying rhythmic feet in their speech which contributed to their inability to pause at proper

F placé. Consequently, their reading sounds confusing and intelligible. The study has also
revealed that leaners lack proper guidance concerning how sounds should be properly
pronounced in connected speech.

In the light of these findings, the researchers strongly recommended the implementation of a
linguistic component within study plans as adopted at university levels which should take into
account offering the above-mentioned linguistic features accompanied with appropriately-
designed proper teaching material combined with proposals and remedies.
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Introduction:

How you read depends on your purpose. For most people, tertiary study demands a great deal
ofluding.mdnewskillsneedmbelmdinoxdetwoopewilhﬂnwoﬂdmAhhough
onlymelywillyoubeexpectedtomndalltherefumcc&ifthemoughtofalllhalreadingis
daunting, don't hesitate to ask a lecturer or tutor for help. The purpose of most of your reading
will be to seek information related to an assignment or course material.

mhsicpouem—memimmhbemmxhinkjngspeedmdmdingspeed-aﬁsc for the
most part from the inadequate methods by which reading is taught. Many people are still
reading in the way that they were taught in elementary school. Their reading speed will have
settled to about 250 w.p.m. Many people can think at rates of 500 w.p.m. or more, S0 their
mind is running at twice the speed of their eyes. A consequence is that it is easy to lapse into
boredom, day-dreaming or thinking about what you want to do on the weekend. Frequently, it
is through this type of distraction that you find you have to re-read sentences and paragraphs,
and you find as a result, ideas are difficult to understand and remember. Alkilani, T and
Maqutash 2002

The two main approaches to reading are the Look-Say method and the Phonic method. Both
methods are only semi-effective.

In the Phonic method a child is first taught the alphabet, then the different sounds for each of
the letters, then the blending of sounds and finally, the blending of sounds which form words.
This method works best with children who are left-brain dominant.

In contrast, the Look- Say method works best with children who are right-brain dominant. It
teaches a child to read by presenting him with cards on which there are pictures of objects, the
names of which are printed clearly underneath. By using this method a basic vocabulary is
built up. When a child has built up enough basic vocabulary, he progresses through a series of

books similar to those for the child taught by the Phonic method, and eventually

becomes a silent reader.

In neither of the above cases is a child taught how to read quickly and with maximum
comprehension and recall. An effective reader has usually discovered these techniques all by

himself.

Neither the Look-Say method nor the Phonic method, either in isolation or in combination, are
adequate for teaching an individual to read (not to mention speed reading) in the complete
sense of the word. Both these methods are designed to cover the first stage of reading, the
stage of recognition, with some attempt at assimilation and intraintegration, but as children
you were given little help on how to comprehend and integrate the material properly, nor on
how to ensure it is remembered.

The methods currently used in schools do not touch on the problems of speed reading,
retention, recall, selection, rejection, concentration and note taking. All these skills can be

described as advanced reading techniques.

Based on the researcher’s experience. observations, it becomes obvious that learner’s
performance at the university level lacks fluency and intelligibility when it comes to reading

and speaking.
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