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Summary

Highly motivated, creative and versatile professional with strong academic and practical background in international development, public relations and protocol, political and environmental geography, and small and medium enterprises development projects. Extensive experience in dealing with both private and public sectors entities and organizations on the local, regional, and international levels. Strong management, research, multimedia and communication skills. Excellent computer and information technology competency.

Education

Master of Arts (M.A.), Political Geography, The University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa, May 1995.

Bachelor of Science (B.S.), Geography (International Development Studies), The University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, U.S.A., December 1991.

Honors 

Outstanding Master’s Thesis Award, University of Northern Iowa, Spring 1996.

Title: The Political Geography of a Palestinian State: Main Problems of Implementation.

Professional Experience

Lecturer, (Political, Economic, Development, Regional, and Environmental Geography Courses), Geography Department, An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine, Sep 2001-Present.
Director, Public Relations Department, An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine, Aug 2005-Jan 2007.

Radio Host, (Global Perspectives Radio Show), Voice of Najah Radio (88.4 FM), (www.najah.edu/fm), Nablus, Palestine, 2004-Present.

Lecturer, (Human, Political, and Economic Geography Courses), Geography Department, Bir Zeit University, Bir Zeit, Palestine, 2000-2001.

Local Manger, Small Enterprises Development Unit (Nablus Chamber of Commerce and Industry, Integrated Small Enterprises Development Project/International Labor Organization/Italian Cooperation/Palestinian Federation of Chambers of Commerce and Industry), Nablus, Palestine, February 1999-December 31, 1999.

Led a team of local specialists in delivering needs-based non-financial consultancy services to small and medium enterprises focusing on three sectors (stone and marble, textile and garments, and shoes and leather). The services provided included 1) Facilitating access to credit sources by helping local entrepreneurs develop well-structured feasibility studies and business plans. 2) Helping local entrepreneurs in their efforts to access local and international markets through market analysis and market studies. 3) Encouraging and assisting entrepreneurs to implement Total Quality Management (TQM) systems. 4) Disseminating information on sources of technology, raw materials, and trade fairs.

Independent Consultant, (International/Public Relations, Business Correspondence, Business Brochures and Catalogs, Research and Information Gathering, Translation and Interpretation Services, Writing and Editing Services), Nablus, Palestine, April 1998-September 2000.

Clients include The Arab Hotels Company, Center for Palestine Research and Studies, Al-Yasmeen Investment Company, Al-Nashir Technical Services Establishment, and Nablus Municipality.  
Director of International Relations, Nablus Municipality, Nablus, Palestine, April 1997-April 1998.

Directed and coordinated all the international activities of Nablus Municipality including Protocol. Handled all municipal correspondence with international governmental and non-governmental organizations, consulates, embassies, diplomatic representative offices to the Palestinian National Authority, and foreign corporations operating in Palestine. Acted as a liaison between foreign donors and the different municipal departments during the implementation of municipal projects. Coordinated Nablus Municipality Twining relationships and agreements with several foreign cities (The City of Dundee in Scotland, The City of Poznan in Poland, The City of Stavanger in Norway, and Tuscany Region in Italy).

Independent Translation and Interpretation Services for Local and International NGOs and Companies, September 1996-April 1997.

Clients included The National Democratic Institute (NDI), Palestinian Energy and Environment Research Center, and Associates in Rural Development Inc. [USAID funded project: Strengthening of the Legislative Capacity of the Palestinian Legislative Council].

Consultancy Services, USAID Project to Assist in the Review of the Palestinian Basic Law, May 1996-September 1996.

Provided lingual, technical, and logistical services to American Constitutional Experts assisting the Palestinian Legislative Council in the drafting of the Palestinian Basic Law. Translated the first, second, and third drafts of the Palestinian Basic Law into the English language. Translated large portions of the South African Constitution into the Arabic language to provide the Legal Committee of the Palestinian Legislative Council with comparative insights on transitional constitutions.

Information Technology Consultant, Samco Telecommunications and Computers Company, Nablus, Palestine, February 1996-April 1996.

Drafted a project document for initiating an Internet Service Providing Division for this company.

Director, International Relations Department, Palestinian Ministry of Culture, Ramallah, Palestine, June 1995-January 1996.

Coordinated all the international activities for the Palestinian Ministry of Culture which included the drafting of international correspondence with international governmental and non-governmental organizations, consulates, embassies, diplomatic representative offices to the Palestinian National Authority, and foreign cultural organizations. Reviewed cultural cooperation agreements with foreign governments and prepared project proposals for several cultural projects.

Research Assistant, Department of Geography, University of Northern Iowa, January 1994-May 1995.

Social Studies Teacher (Geography and History), Al-Urdonieh Arab-American School, El Bireh, Palestine, 1992-1993.

Student Senator, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, 1990-1991.

Translator, Arabic to English and vice versa, Wounded Mammoth Video Inc., Iowa City, Iowa, August 1988-June 1991.

Specialized Training

International Labor Organization Training Center, Turin, Italy, May 24 -June 11, 1999.

The general objective of the Training Program was to strengthen and enhance the capabilities and competencies of participants in providing consultancy and advisory services to Palestinian entrepreneurs in the fields of feasibility studies, financial management, total quality management, and joint-venture projects.

Research Conducted (M.A.)
The Economical Developmental Effects of the PLO-Israel Accord of September 1993.

The Potential Applications of Geographic Information Systems in the Occupied Palestinian Territories.

Western-Style Urban Planning and the Socio-Spatial Structure of the City of Jerusalem: 1917-1994.

The Gaza Strip Environmental Problems: 1948-1994.

Course Highlights (M.A.)
Geography of International Development.

Regional Analysis and Planning.

Aerial Photo Interpretation and Remote Sensing.

Environmental Issues.

Research Conducted (B.S.)

Development Indicators: A Critical Episode in Human Development.

Course Highlights (B.S.)
Third World Development Support.

Planning and Geography of Underdevelopment.

Geographic Perspectives on Development.

Statistical Methods for Geographical Analysis.

Computer Methods in Geographical Analysis.

Maps and Mapping.

Computer Skills

Microsoft Word, Microsoft Excel, Microsoft Access, Microsoft Power Point, Microsoft Project, Photoshop. Knowledge of several data/fax/voice communication software.

Long experience in using the Internet: e-mail, World Wide Web (WWW), File Transfer Protocols (FTP), Telnet, HyperText Mark-up Language (HTML), and Usenet News.

Conferences and Seminars

Conference Organizer and Participant, “Linking Michigan and Palestine (Arab American and American Studies: Gender, Race, Citizenship and Diasporas)”, An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine, March 2, 2005.

Presentation Title: “The Geography of Arab-American Studies.”

Conference Attendee, “Human Development Report-Palestine (1998-1999),” Bir Zeit University, Palestine, September 28-29, 1999.

Conference Attendee, "Second Conference of Palestinian Expatriates Businessmen and Professionals," Nablus, Palestine, July 27-29, 1998.

Seminar Participant, "The United States and Canada: Political Systems, Policy-Making and the Middle East," The Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs (PASSIA), Jerusalem, February 16-27, 1998.

Paper: “The United States Foreign Policy and the Arab-Israeli Conflict.”

Conference Attendee, "Liberation, Democratization, and Transition to Statehood in the Third World," Ramallah, Palestine, November 7-8, 1997.

Steering Committee Member (Representing Nablus Municipality) "Prospects of Investments in the West Bank Northern Governorates Conference," Nablus, Palestine, July 2-3, 1997.

Conference Participant (Representing Nablus Municipality), "Tourism and Sustainable Development in the Mediterranean Basin," Calvia, Mallorca, Spain, April 17-20, 1997.

Presentation Title: “Palestinian Municipalities and Sustainable Development.”

Palestinian Delegation Member, "World Solar Summit," Harare, Zimbabwe, September 16-17, 1996.

Seminar Participant, "Strategic Studies," The Palestinian Academic Society for the Study of International Affairs (PASSIA), Jerusalem, April 19-30, 1993.

Paper: “Sovereignty and Stability and the Arab System.”
Professional Affiliations

Society for International Development (SID).

International Geographical Honor Society.

Association of American Geographers (AAG).

Foreign Travel

Traveled in the USA, Holland, UK,  Greece, Italy, Switzerland, Spain, Zimbabwe, Cyprus, Romania, Egypt, and Jordan.

Personal Data

Birthdate: August 14, 1966.

Marital Status: Single. Hobbies: Writing poetry and short stories; Music (Lute Player).

References

Dr. Ahmad Ra’fat Ghodieh, Head of Geography Department, An-Najah National University, Nablus, Palestine.

Professor Adrien Wing, College of Law, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, U.S.A., 52242.

Professor Rex Honey, Geography Department, University of Iowa, Iowa City, Iowa, U.S.A., 52242.

Professor C. Murray Austin, Geography Department, The University of Northern Iowa, Cedar Falls, Iowa, USA.

Professor Kamal Abdul Fattah, History and Geography Department, Bir Zeit University, Bir Zeit, Palestine.

Ghassan W. Shakah, Ex Mayor of Nablus, Nablus Municipality, Nablus, Palestine.

Ibrahim Matar, National Project Manager, Integrated Small Enterprises Development Project/International Labor Organization, Jerusalem, Palestine.

Ezio Cortese, Chief Technical Advisor, Integrated Small Enterprises Development Project/International Labor Organization, Jerusalem, Palestine.

Nasser Abdel Hadi, Owner and Manager, Al Yasmeen Hotel, Nablus, Palestine.

1

